# 4 * 
* W. "*» 4... 
SIO © 
- 4 
— 9 


. 


» * 


175 Wen 


COMMONLY IERMED 


THE PARALYSIS OF THE LOWER 
EXTREMITIES, 


<-> So 


LS -- a 


1 


a ms 


; 
1 


Printed: for, f N POE 5 
Hover, Þrecaniiiy.. 1s 


= 


* 


* 


* 


— - 


T — 
0 - s 
N 4 
* 5 > # [ * , * 2 
_—  - 7 * v 
<\ * 


3 * —_ 
0 a 
—— 
* 
S 


\ - 
N * * . * „ — 
HOP . : 
7 } * 7 
1 — * 75 
* 1 : * , 
— \ * * * ' F * — e 
ö 0 ” ; — 
* - 4 E F 
- 
. - 
* i ” * 9 4 - [+ : * 1 
4 * P ' 


x 
% 
a — * 
ry 4 o 
» a, — 
% I . > 
wu % jm 
A 2 
* . . 
8 
” — 4 
* LE) 
. 
2 * " 


* 


* 1 — : . = 
mY "_——_ 4 8 


1 2 * * 2 — 1 4.4 - — = 
al a th ot * WIE 

12 . 

— nnn —— . —— — — — b . 


TI 
% 3 


fi 


* 


; a 1 29884 
580 45 „3197 TH 01122. — 


PERCIVALL POTT, Eſq. F.R.S. 


SENIOR SURGEON OF ST. BARTHOEOMEW's 
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T an early period & my 
medical ſtudies, you pointed 
out the path to ſubſtantial ſcience; 
and your ſubſequent inſtructions 
gratified that deſire of know- 
ledge, which your exhortations had 
excited: favours enhanced by the 


manner 


DEDICATION. 
mar ner of conferring them. Per- 
1 mit me to-teſtify my ſenſe of obli- 
1 gation, by inſcribing the following 
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R. POTT, in his tracts upon the 

L Paralyſis of the lower extremities, 
having deſcribed the ſymptoms of that diſ- 
order, together with the appearances upon 
diſſection, with his uſual perſpicuity and 
preciſion; having alſo recommended a mode 
of treatment, . of which experience hath 
very fully demonſtrated the fucceſs; it may 
perhaps appear an act of unjuſtifiable pre- 
ſumption to ſolicit the further attention of 
the public to a ſubject, commented upon 
by his maſterly pen, and therefore, it _ 
e urged, already exhauſted, 55 
3 
Mather; B Every 


(2 J. 

- Every perſon, who with a proper degree 
of attention peruſes the publications of that 
«ble writer, muſt obſerve, that the doctrines 
advanced in his treatiſes upon the Injuries 
of the Head, the Hydrocele, and Rup- 
tures, although they are laid down with 


a degree of clearneſs and accuracy, of which 


we have but few examples, receive conſi- 
derable light from the caſes he has ſub- 
joined: In the medical art, general pro- 
poſitions are rendered more intelligible ba 
repreſentation of the particular inftan 
from which they were deduced: ” I hedoc- 
trines advanced are impreſſed more fonoibly 
on the underſtanding, While the circutn+ 
ſtances of the caſe not unfrequently ſuggeſt 
reflections, that gratify: the activity of ur 
minds, and enable us to form — 
for ourſelves. De dun 169754 Aus 


It has Gequently occurred to me, that 

much light and information might be de- | 

rived to ſtudents in medicine, were the 
9 pPhyſicians 


Ie 1. 

phyſicians of our hoſpitals more gene- 
rally to imitate the manner purſued 
in the Infirmary of Edinburgh. Were 
they to point out to their pupils ſuch 
particular caſes, as, ſeemed moſt, likely to 
afford opportunities of improvement—were- 
they to encourage them to meet and to 
report the reſult, of their enquiries into 
the ſymptoms of the diſorder, the effect 
of the medicines, and the progreſs of the 
complaint to its fatal termination, or its 
cure—were they, laſtly, from the yarious 
accounts of the ſtudents, and their own 
obſervations, to draw up regular and well- 
digeſted hiſtories of ſuch caſes, as might 
appear moſt deſerving of attention, and 
inſert them, properly authenticated, in the 
books of the hoſpital, ſuch hiſtories and 
details would be attended with public as 
well as private advantage; they would be 
analagous to the reports and  year-books | 
. of our lawyers—to the recorded obſerva- 
tions of the appearances in the heavens 

| TT and 


"IC [i 4. Þ 
and might be reſorted to as authorities, 
and as evidences of Nature's r and 
of: —— . 


c eee . occur in n hoſpitals, 
where, without offence and without dif- 
ficulty,” enquiries might be made into the 
original cauſes and origin of the diſorder, 
by an examination of the appearances in 
the body after death. This is at preſent 
ſometimes permitted, under proper reſtric- 
tions; but the mode of conducting ſuch 
enquiry admits of conſiderable improve 
ment: the inveſtigation ſhould be more 
minute, and inſtituted under the immediate 
inſpection of the attendant phyſician, affiſted 
by a perſon accuſtemed to morbid difſec- 
tions, and a proficient in the anatomical art. 
The appearances; ſubmitted to the view 
of all the ſtudents, and accurately reported, 
ſhould be properly authenticated; and if 
inſerted in the oppoſite page to the hiſ- 
Ou of the Og and the mode of 


treat» 


[ 


te] 
tatment, would conduee more, than upon 
the firſt reflection can be conceived, to 
the eſtabliſhment of the art of medicine | 
upon 2 ſolid, becauſe truly nne 


foundation. 


The cafes, now offered to the pl 6, 
are not propoſed, in any reſpect, as models 
of the plan I would recommend ; they are 
tranſcribed from note-books, wherein the 
ſymptoms and appearances were ſet down 
without any further view than my own 
private reflection and improvement: nor 
have I the preſumption to imagine that it is 
in my power to ſuggeſt any new ideas upon 
the preſent ſubject. However, as the caſes * 
ſubjoined were taken with fidelity and care, 
as ſome of them were under the imme- 
diate management of Mr. Pott, when he 
compoſed his treatiſes, the relation of 
them may poſſibly tend to confirm his 
theory, and explain the reaſons = his 
practice. 855 24 bs 

In 
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In. conformity to the principles upoa 
which the, inimitable Noſology of Dr. Cul - 


len is founded, I will, in the hiſtory of 
theſe caſes, . confine. myſelf ſolely to evi- | 
dent ſymptoms, and the patient's narrative ; 
being fully ſatisfied, that to deſcribe diſ- 
orders according to the forms in which 
they really evidence themſelves to the 
ſenſes, with a careful attention to the pa- 


tient's feelings, is the moſt likely method 


of acquiring both a knowledge of their 
cauſes and of their cure, 


ö 
T. C. aged thirty-two, originally of an 
healthy conſtitution, was admitted a pa- 


tient in St, Bartholomew's Hoſpital in 


November, 1777. He ſometimes com- 
plained of a pain, but generally of a numb- 
neſs, at the margin of the thorax, under 
the cartilages of the ninth and tenth ribs 

| of 


VEE 


of the left fide, with a cough, ſpitting, 
and ſhortened reſpiration, When he lay on 
that fide; the ſpinous proceſs of the ſeventh 
or eighth dorfal vertebra was conſiderably 
protuberant ; his belly was prominent and 
flaccid, with à numbneſs extending itſelf 
oyer the whole abdomen, and great 'debi- 
lity of the muſeuli obliqui and tranſverſales, 
whenever he voluntarily attempted to con- 
tract them; a ſenſation of chillneſs pre- 
vailed in-his knees, with a want of feeling 
in the fore-part of his legs, and an er 
of * them 0 in bed. 


To theſe ſymptomg were added twitch- 
ings in the flexors of his legs, and numb- 
neſs of the feet, a jarring ſenſation in the 
Tendo Achillis of one foot, and transient 
pains in both, which, with the chillneſo, 
proceeded, as he conceived, and repeatedly 
declared, not from the protuberant part 


of the ſpine, but the lumbar vertebra ter- 1 


mediately above the os facrum; © | 
The 


Es 1 
- The quickneſs. of the pulſe, the florid 
appearance of his countenance, and ſtate, of 
reſpiration, Hinogly ſuggeſted the idea of 
hedtic fever x peepailing + in >the * 


a Theſe affefiions, with a LIENS £ the 
Shincker ani, coſtiveneſs, and a want of 
oonſciouſneſs when his feces, were ejectad, 
ai the ne of; his complaints. 


| u [pon . enquiries, ; * 
declared, that he did not recollect any ſtrain, 
or other accident, to which he could aſcribe 
his AIRY | 


4 4+ to 


1 * "Re it was 3 = years 
fince;;his. diſorder commenced. . His firſt 
complaint was a rheumatic affection in 
the fide, which was cured by Gum, Guaiar 
cam. About this period he | imagined 
he got cold, a pain and ſoreneſs in the 
ſmall of his back. ſucceeding to that com- 
plaint, and a ſenſe of inward weakneſs in 

[7 his 


1 9: ]] 


_ rated hy cough 3" numbne@ of the wad 
damem ſqllowed nent in orden, wich a 
gradual anceſiom of eee 
until! he was cbinfintd to his: Hd. 
2 see 19. Seil cunt ei, No grow 
Before the application. of the cauſtics he 
had made trial of the cold- bath, mercurial: 
frictions, tinctura ſacra, volatile liniment, 
a ſtrengthening plaiſter to the loins, and 
the ſcrew-chair, without any good effect 
whatever. The cad- bath and ſtrew- chair 
were evidently hurtful. 


1411 105 £ OH 


"The conficn being e nd to 
Mr. Potro directions, on each ſide of the 
protyberance, . ſoon, produced a : ſenſible 
effect; the twitghings, in Þþig.thighs and 
legs were increaſed, and in ſome. degree 
ſenſation and voluntary motion vere re- 
ſtored in his feet; but the advances to a 
penfect cure were. not very pid A 
the Auſt fix months. bas mb s helg 
-2aifnax ©. He 


| hirbreaſd. Thee fmptdms-were exaſpe- 


110 J 

He next reeovered the power of expelling 
flatus per anum : during this period che 
Curvature appeared to:diminiſh : the numb- 
neſe in his ihſte pe remained for many 
months; hut at length, all his complaints 
wore off, his former ſtate of health re- 
turned and he . n his 
former vigour. 

ett init 9113510 ad Sinn doit 
bus „io od 03. ag 8 
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R. B. aged twenty- one, was admitted 
into St. Bartholomew's Hoſpital in June, 
1778. A protuberance being obſerved in 
the ſpine, the cauſtics were applied in the 
courſe of the following month. At that 
time, he lay totally deprived of the uſe 
ef his: lower extremities, which were 
rigid, and almoſt intirely inſenfible, an 
imperfe&' feeling remaiing only in the 
plantæ pedum and the knees. ' Tranfitory- 
* | 122 twitchings 


1 
timed,” /with> general wu ter av in the 
cold fit of an ague; his fæces came away 
without his knowledge, his urine flowed 
without his conſent, @ violent pain in 
his bowels preceding its evacuation-. He 
was alfo affacted with numbneſs Below 
the nadel. He complained at times of a 
pain in His ſide, with ſpitting and a 
conſtant uneaſineſs under the ſternum. { 


His! icengeh/ at this time was much 
waſted, in conſequence: of two large ſores 
on his hips of more than eight inehes 
diameter, accompanied with erfoliations 
of tlie great trochanters. A ſyptom 
ſome what ſingular was ohſerved in his 
caſe. For about a month before the date 
of his admiſſion, he was affected with a 
convulſive motion in the 2 On 
of one of his hands. ice 


bx From 


\ 


[=] | 

Fon his acgount of: tlie origin ahd 
pragreſs af the diſortlier . A. callectec a8 
Neunes 2924) i ge fis 10 zl boa 
Deva oniny eid gel aid 300077 
Abopt tre peats hefbre his ädmiſſlon 
ista the boſpital, he felb fronio a hay 
: laft 1. Bis- leine receĩxvecꝭ the force di the: 
fall : herecovered himfglſcin a few minutes, : 
and for theee:manthis felt kind ofiiconi· 


plaint Uniafl zn zun coniigany zusflnes 


— * 


Ateathæ eloſe of tliis period he bogin- 
to- be ſenſible of! a pain in the elgtith 
or; ninth :fgtfal;: vertebra, tlie ſpubbus gro- 
ceſs df which hecanie ſnon aſtar protube · 
rant; dhe pain was apparently uf the vhieus- 
matic kind, heing worſo when ha was warm 
in: bed, and fecurting after having datched 
cold. At, this time he alſo ound his abi- 

: lity in raiſing heavy bodies diminiſhed and 
his powers of motion impeded!.. 


. 7 . 
7 - 
"=>, * 0 9 Ee — . 
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In 1 hhehr und an half after the zebide n, 
his paim thcreafing, in oonſoquence, u ne 
thought, of 18: cold; de applied to a für- 
grxron fo advice, Whg ordered an" einbro- 
cation for his back. In a few days after 
wards he felt a pain deſcending from the 
ptotuberantvertebra, inthe Turf uf the 
\ ſpine, und ef the Hchintie"atid the rural 
nerves, affecting the thigh, the him," and 
the gaſtrocnemii muſcles to his heel. This 
pain ſoon vaniſhed, and never after- 
wards returned ; the weakneſs and the 
numbneſs ra idly increaſed after this ſen · 
ſation, untl, in the colirle? of four days, 


he was reduced to the helpleſs ſituation in 
Which! ſdund hi im. 442929 ain * 8 11 . » ; 


. 5 on, 
- 11228 {1 it 24 1 971 E WamtoOrn dra E 


He cbnünbed d 8 40 Nate fot” 
many months, his pulſe beating gene · 
ray 140. and at ond time 180 ſtrokes 
in a inte. The iſſues evidently” pro- 
dvecd ſwme effect: at Times there was 4 
tratfient” returtenty of ſenſation is is 


222021 


feet; 


9 5 I. 
fert; but nature being ' exhauſted- by the 
diſrharge from his ulcerated hips; his 
general health being alſo impaired from 

in ward diſeaſe, he gradually ſunk under 

his com mplaint. £'nl 358d ard t nolit 


943, mot ibu n MEG £7 IN sd eh 
waß not allowed by his friends of ca- 


N mipingniato. the ſtate wy al. OOO: 
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ON H. ao nappies; was Wy 
- Bartholomew's Hoſpital in Decem- 


_ dc mi nab 351 
At the time of his: ts ns com- 
plained, of pain in the muſcles.,of his 
thighs, and the fore part of his legs, 
which ſenſibly grew. worſe ,at_ night. His. 
. knees 
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| 1 
knees and ancles were extremely ſeeble. 
He walked with great difficulty and pain, 
but had never been affected with the 
uſual. ſymptoms of numbneſs or chill · 
neſs in his lower extremities, during any 
period of his diſorder. He felt à ſores 
neſs under the ſhort ribs of both - fides;; 
which was much exaſpetated by à trou- 
bleſome cough. From the parts thus 
affected, lancinating pains frequently pro- 
ceeded down his thighs, which more par- 
ticularly diſtreſſed him when he lay on his 
belly: his pulſe was tolerably ſtrong, but 
very irregular. He was alſo much ema- 
ciated: a white and viſcid mucus was fre- 
quently expectorated, particularly in a 
morning 3 his general debility Oy 
increaſed. | 81 ent: 


The ſpinous proceſs of the ninth or 
tenth dorſal vertebra was very protube- 
rant ; but he conceived the pain and 
weakneſs 


5 1 6 J 
wealeneſs/'to' proceed. = x6, con- 
fiderably"-below that | protuberance. | 


Mt - div bes nd den bed tut 
- Upon | my ' examination into the A 
and paogre(s, of his complaints, he in-: 
quente of a ſtrain received, about a year: 
before his admiſſion, from his foot ſlip- 
ping while he was: aſcending, 2 ladder: 
with; a ſack of oats: he felt à ſudden. 
ſhock affect the part which became after» 
wards protubararit; he perceived no im- 
mediate; inconvenience, * 3 in 
— da — cache 


1 * 
1 
Wis! 
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ny two her * after: hs. accident, 
haviog been / expoſed through: the. whole 
of an inclement night to the cold, he 
was taken with a ſhivering, and felt a 
rheumatic pain ſuddenly ſeize; the part 
firſt affected by the ſhock; a, ſecond. fit 
of PS. with pains at the bottom of - 
his 


Was 

belly, took place within ſix weeks after 
the firſt ; the protuberance now became 
apparent, and gradually increaſed, with 
debility and the ſymptoms already de- 
ſcribed. 4. Tia al %. 1 1 + ©} * 


b e | 65 
Within a month after the application 
of the cauſtics, he grew evidently better : 
his pains grew leſs. troubleſome, his 
ſtrength gradually increaſed, until, at the 
cloſe of about ſeven months, he was diſ- 
miſſed, perfectly free from all complaint. 


C A'S E IV. 

R. 8. aged ten years. He received a. 
blow on the pit of the ſtomach, about 
twelve months before the application of 
the cauſtics. He fell in conſequence of . 
the ſtroke, but recovered himſelf in a 
D few 


Þ 6 — — — — o 
— . . 
PFF = 


wa — . o 
” — 
— — — —_ 
— . ͤ SOR — ä — 
- 
* 


1 
few: minutes, and felt no- inconvenieiice 
for: ſome days. radu ay 1 : 7110 511 
mir. Saen yicuhary bas „noi 
About a weck after the accident, hei be · 
gan to be ſenfible of weakneſs in his limbs: 


at the cloſe of the following fortnight, the 


ſpigbus'proceſs of the ſecond dorſal ver- 
tebra became a little protuberant; and in 
three weeks more, his complaints had 
incteaſed with ſo much rapidity; that 
the ufe of his lower extremities. was en- 
tirely Joſt, and all ſenſation in them to- 
tally extinct: they were alſo rigid, the feet 


being pointed downwards, as if the gaſtro- 


cnemii muſcles were in a ſtate of ſpaſm. 
He had been under the care of Dr. Pitcairn 
for above nine months, who attended to his 
caſe with ſingular humanity ; but having 
pre ſeribed vatious - medicines and applica- 
tions, without the ' wiſhed-for ſucceſs; at 
ſength hei recommended him to the care 
ol Mr. Pott- When tlie cauſtics were 
ordered the diſcaſe occupied five or fix 
wit” | 4 of 


9 ] 
of the vertebræ of the back, which was 
bent into an uniform curve: the patient's 
chin reſted on his breaſt; and the ap- 
pearance was ſo unpromiſing, that Mr. Pott 
declared, he was induced to make trial 
of the cauſtics, merely becauſe he would 
leave nothing undone in a caſe ſo truly 
deplorable, but that he ſcarcely could ex- 
pect any advantage from their uſe. 
* 


In about a month from the time of 
application of the cauſtics, he acquired 
the power of moving the great toe of 
one of his feet; he was exhorted to at- 
tempt the motibn of the other, by exert- 
ing repeated acts of volition, which in a 
little time he alſo accompliſhed. I Wwas 
particularly attentive to the progreſs of 
the cure for many months. The pointed 
poſition of his feet long remained. How- 
ever, without the- uſe of any medicine, 
the power of motion of the ancle- joint 
| was at length regained. The cutvature 
D 2 | of 


{ 20 ] 
of his back gradually decreaſed ; and at 
the cloſe of about ten months from the 
time of applying the cauſtics, having re · 
covered the intire uſe and vigour of his 
limbs, he was diſcharged in perfect health. 


ia A. £5: E V. © 

J. R. admitted a patient in St. Bartho- 
lomew's. Hoſpital, in May, 1779. He in- 
formed me, that four years before this 
period, his left fide was hurt, in conſe- 
quence of a fall from an#horſe : that he 
was not blooded immediately upon the 
accident; but feeling a pain there three 
months afterwards, he then was blooded, 
and the pain thereby for a time intirely 
removed. 


| In about half a year the pain returned. 
A bliſter was then applied to the affected 
part. 


[ 21 |] 

part. Upon waſhing his feet with cold 
water, he perceived the pain ſtrike. to 
his loins, in which place he” continned 
conſtantly to feel it to the day of his 
admiſſion. A | weakneſs commenced in 
his limbs about three years after the date 
of the accident, for which he took vari- 
ous remedies, without effect: this weakneſs 
terminated at length in the intire loſs of 
the uſe of his lower extremities. He went 
to Bath; and after a ſtay of ſeveral months, 
returned, without having received any vey 
nefit whatever from the waters. | 


Suſpecting the cauſe of his complaint, 
from his hiſtory and apparent ' ſymptoms, 
I examined the ſpine previouſly to his ad- 
miſſion, and diſcovered a protuberance of 
the fourth- or fifth dorſal vertebra, which, 
before that period, had not been noticed, 
either by himſelf or thoſe who had at- 
tended him. He had now been troubled 
with a eough for many months: his ſtools 

were 


100; 

were e his bladder Was not 
emptied without great exertions 3 his legs 
| were frequently drawn upwards with vio- 
lence, at other times agitated with con- 
yulſive tremors: he invariably conceived 
the cauſe of his diſorder to be ſeated 
in the loins. 

| It was ſomewhat ſingular in this man's 
caſe, that whenever his legs were vio- 
lently affected with the ſpaſms, he alſo 
felt an hyſterical ſenſation in his throat, 
a lump ſeeming to have ariſen there which 
impeded deglutition. 


The cauſtics were immediately applied 
upon each fide of the protuberant verte- 
bra, He lay in bed with wonderful pa- 
tience for eighteen weeks, without per- 
ceiving the minuteſt alteration in the 
ſymptoms of his complaint, Mr. Pott, who 
paid remarkable attention to his caſe, re- 
peatedly encouraging bim to perſevere. 


At 


EE 23 ] 
At length, upon one of my viſits to him, 
he informed me, with ſtrong expteſſions 
of joy, that on that day, for the firſt 
time, he found himſelf able to move one 
of his toes. This unexpected alteration 
in his ſymptoms was followed by others 
equally pleaſing, until, in the courſe 
of about eight months, he intirely reco- 
vered; the difficulty of expelling his urine 
was the laſt ſymptom that diſappeared. - 
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M. B. a woman, aged forty - ſeven, was 
admitted into St. Bartholomew's Hoſpital, 
in Ferry. 779. t no1157atle gh 

She. Fenn that her complaints ori- 
ginated from a ſtrain, received in conſe- 
quence of an extraordinary exertion of 
ſtrength, about four months before the 

| date 


o 


( 44 ] 
date of her admiſſion. A violent flood- 
ing was the immediate effect. To this 
fictceded a loſ of the uſe, of the lower 
extremities, and a protuberance in the 
ſpine. She laboured alſo under diforders of 
the ſtomach and bowels, apparently inde- 
pendent of that, which had produced the 
eurvature, and paralytic affections. For 
this reaſon, as, well as from ſome doubts 1 
entertained,” reſpecting the aſſigned date of 
the derangement in her ſpine, I have omitted 
the further mention of particular ſymptoms, 
1 have ſelected the caſe, however, as de- 
ſerving of attention, on account of ſome 
ſingularities in the appearances after death. 


The cauſtics were applied, but produced 
no alteration in her ſymptoms. She gra- 
dually ſunk under her Wann com- 


Rn. ts. 


Upon opening the abdomen, we diſcove- 
red many conglobate glands, in the vicinity 
215 | of 


(25 ] 
of the pancreas conſiderably - enlatged, 
and of, a, ſimilar” conſiſtency: to what is 
obſerved. in ſerofulous ſubjects. Scrofulous 
tubercles were apparent alſo on tho ſur- 
face of the liver, to which viſcus there 
was a very large ſcirrhous appendage, that 
deſcended as low as the criſta of the os 


ilidme - 7 D; 


Upon inſpection of the ſpine; W diſ- 
covered that a griſtly ſubſtance of the 
ſize and ſhape of a turkey's egg, and of 
ſaperiot firmneſs to moſt ſeirrhi; formed 
the protuberance obſerved: before death. 
It occupied the places of: the ſpinous, ' arti- 
cular, and tranſverſe proceſſes of three ver- 
tebræ of the back, which proeeſſes, from 
ſome remains in a corroded ſtate, appeared 
to have been gradually deſtroyed by the 
enlargement of the ſcirrhus: the ſpongy 
bodies of theſe vertebræ alone eſcaped: 
This ſcitrhous maſs lay in contact with 
the ſpinal marrow. The capitula of w 

1 E or 


8 uy ſive” | 
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or three of che ribs on each fide were 
alſo: much cortoded. In ſuch circums 
ſtances, it will not appear ſurptiſing that 
the! cauſtics should have: failed in pro- 
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nw CEL —_— 1779: 
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„He e to butt much from a 
ſcalding of his water, which inceſfantly 
dtibbled from him. He complaingd- alſo 
of great languor and debility, particu- 


larly! in his knees and back, and numb- 
nest in his feet; a white mucous: ſedi- 


ment appeared in his urine: an obſti- 
nate coſtiveneſs, with frequent teneſmus, 
ſhortneſs of breath, a \ cough, loſs- of ap- 
petite, and want oft reſt, accompanied theſo 
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He related; that his diſorder originated 
from a ſtrain whieh he reecived from car- 
rying an heavy load, about ſeven years be- 
fore the time of his application for relief. 
Upon examination of the ſpine, one of the 
lumbar vertebræ appeared conſiderably pro- 
tuberant ; upon further enquiry, two fiſtu- 
lous orifices were diſcovered ; one i the 
thigh, the other in the groin of the op- 
poſite ſide, from which pus was almoſt. 
conſtantly diſcharged. From the | depth 
and direction of theſe fiſtule, and the 
patient's hiſtory of his diſorder, no doubt 


was entertained of the ſource of this diſ- | 


charge being. ſeated in the loins, 


The N ee epplicd, but 15 died 
in a few days, perfectly exhauſted, before 
any advantage could - poſſibly have been 
derived from their ac: e 0, 


ps e was not indulged of i in- 


ſpecting the parts. <7 2 . 
E 2 From 
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From reflecting upon this caſe, and 
ſome others I have met with of a ſimi- 
lar nature, I have been led to conclude, 
that, in theſe inſtances of the diſtempered 
| ſpine, where a protuberance, evidencing 'a 
mechanical derangement of the parts, is 
connected with the paralyſis of the lower 
extremlties, the purulent matter, gene- 
rated while the caries is advancing, is 
prevented from eſcaping downwards by the 
thick ligamentous ſubſtance that covers 
the corpora vertebrarum, and that this fluid 
thus detained affiſts in the further corro- 
ſion of thoſe parts. Hence the ſubſe- 
quent infle&tion of the ſpine, and the pro- 
tuberance accounted for in lo ſatisfactory 
a manner by Mr. Pott. In other caſes it 
may be ſuppoſed, that the matter formed 
by ulceration, either originated on the 
outſide of the ligamentous covering of the 
ſpine, or elſe burſts from its confinement 


within that aponeurotic expanſion, and 
making its way in the courſe of the pſoæ 
| muſcles, 


— 


L 29 | 
znuſcles, | produces that peculiar form of 
the diſorder, to which the name of vary 
bar n is aſſi * | 


5 


Upon 8 this idea, about two 
years ago, to a ſurgeon of eminence in 
this town, he ſhewed me the vertebræ of 
a perſon who had been cured of a lum 
bar abſceſs,” and afterwards died of a dif- 
ferent complaint. Two or three of the 
anterior proceſſes of the lumbar vertebræ 
had evidently been carious; but an an- 
chyloſis had taken place, laminæ of the 
offific matter uniting the vertebræ, and 
1 Meng?” into an inflexible 
With 
„ Mr. Sheldon, , Surgeon, deſervedly celebrated | for 
his anatomical abilities, favoured me with the ſight of the 
vertebrz of a man, who had laboured under two lumbar 
abſceſſes at the ſame time. The bodies of the third and 
fourth vertebra of the loins, the ſpinous proceſſes of which. 
had been very protuberant in the living ſubject, were 
nearly deſtroyed by ulceration, and the nerves, iſſuing 


through the foramina of the ſpine, in 1 gart obliterated by the 
ravages of the diſcaſe, 


_— 


1 31 
| With roſontt to the treatment of lum 
bi ** abſeeſſes, it may perhaps be impoſ- 
fible to point out any mode of treatment 
y _—_— which ſhall pays ſucceſsful. 
a fm abate the ablcef be ones with 
4 Keie, the quantity of ſurſate expoſed 

tor the air induces that degree of hectio 
feder, under which the patient generally 
55 fas; Nature, according to the juſt con- 
coeption of Me. Hunter, being exhauſted 
bur her exertions in attempting a cure of 
I what is wankzends har un to . 
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bn auch e ee would it not r bo 
reaſonable to open an outlet for the col- 
lected, fluid, as ſoon as the fluctuating 
turnour in the groin, and other ſymptoms, 
ſhall aſcertain the nature of the complaint, 
by means of a cauſtic applied to the moſt 
depending part; and at the ſame time to 
form large iſſues on each ſide of the ſpinous 
proceſſes of the firſt or ſecond vertebra of 
f ö 4 | | | the 


WH 
the Joins? Thus might the matter already | 
collected be. gradually evacuated, without 
hazard of the miſchief generally attendant 
upon the expoſure of a large internal ſur- 
face to the free admiſſion of the air, and at 
the ſame' time the cure of the injured ver- 
tebræ be promoted by the eſtabliſnment of 
a new irritation, or drain, in the vicinity of 
the N dileaſe. oF 25 11 5 
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1 am inclined to believe that many caſct 
occur not unlike to what I Have” juſt 
deſcribed, and others of a nature apparently 
diſſimilar, in which the timely appli- 
cation of the cauſtics would prevent the 
melancholy train of evils, attributed fre- 
quently, in the firſt ſtage, to other cauſes,” 
but in fact derived from a diſteinpered 
ſpine. A cateful attention to ſymptoms 
and diſſections may perhaps hereafter afford 
us the means of detecting the latent miſ-* 
chief in its firſt acceſs, and thus enable 
us to preſcribe a rationat and effectual 
mode of cure, 
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He Ms of a weakneſs in hie 


lower extremities, for which, during a 
courſe. of ten weeks, a great yariety of 
| nervous medicines, was preſcribed, with- 
out effect. No derangement ONS this 
period was Pens» in his * 


The. diſorder now N 3 
his caſe was more accurately inquired 
into; a conſiderable degree of protube- 
rance was diſcovered in three of the dor- 
fal vertebræ, and the cauſtics were applied. 
At this time the uſe of the lower extre- 
mities was intirely loſt; the diſorder had 
proceeded to its final ſtage. He died, 
| Vuoithin 


F 3s 1 

his diſorder, was ascertained, and befars | 
it was poſſible for the cauſtics to have 

mn ** wan W G cr 
* his nomative "» aedeed, that he 
did not recollect any ſtrain or probable 
cauſe. of his diſorder. The firſt. ſymptom 
was. a numbneſo, which ſuddenly ſeized 
his left inſtep, affecting him with the 
ſenſation of an heavy body ſtriking that 
Part: 4 weakneſs followed in both his 
knees ; a_ rigidity : of the lower extremi- 
ties enſued, with a total inſenſibility of 
.thoſe parts. He complained alſo of a 
ſharp pain in the right fide of the thorax, 
proceeding from the affected vertebrz. 
He never loſt the power of excreting his 
urine or his ſtools int 
** The following account of the appear- 
ances after death is drawn up, partly from 
my own papers, partly from the papers 
NT. of 


tu 
of I gentlenun of a ee wilt 
r vn aesen “. Gif. 
The — Slay; ey with the * 
downwards, a rectangular portion of the 
ſpine, containing fk vt ſewen vertebre, 
with the three that were protuberant in 
the | milidle,' were renioved by the ' faw: 
Immediately under them was lodged about 
hilf a pint of fœtid diſeoloured fluid, con- 
talned in à pouch, and in contact with 
the bodies of the vertebre, which was pre- 
vented from entering into the cavity of the 
thorax by the aponeurotic expanſion cover. 
| ing the ſpine. The bodies of two of tlie 
vertebræ were ſeparated from the G©ther 
proeeſſes of "thoſe vertebre, ant, togerher 
with the intervening cartilages, were almoſt 
intirely diſſolved into a liquid cretaceous 
ſubſtance. The vertebræ immediately con- 
tiguous had received but little injury, al- 
dene their bodies were erpole to” the 
8 | (675050 h tad 
yy * Dr, 8 


TS 
flvid contained in the pouch: the apo- 
neurotic expanſion confining the fluid was 

much ! z its olgur Imoſt black. 


The moduſla, pinglis, appeared perfectly 
' found.) The dura mater, where it lay ex- 
poſe to the matter,, was .alſo, black, but 
not eroded, . except. that a ſmall. aperture, 
as; if made with 4 lancet. was diſcerned: 
on one ſide, W which it Was: ſup- 
poſed . the fluid of the abſceſs bad peng 
trated, ſo as to preſs upon the ſpinal, mar- 
row itſelf. A Portion of two or three ef. 
the dorſal nerves on one fide, in the place 
where they iſſue between the: vertebrg, 
we totally deſtroyed. The capitula of. | 

the correſponding ribs were alſo t 
and wang eroded. 
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iche Kelithg 26 che jk X99} I 
attended 4 boy about ſeven years of age, 
who laboured” under the! Fithptoins of > 
ſtruction in the meſchteric glands. 
belly Was prominent and hard, his — 
POR and he was much reduced in 
conſcqueiice of an heRtic fever, attended 
wich cough, loſs of appetite; and reſtleſi - 
nels. His manner of walking was auks: 
ward! anll "{rregular ; ; and he frequently 
complaitied*bf pain in the "thigh" of bad 
right" fide; and a violent itching in the 
_ 2 Us 17 20n gar 4 — 
Los el as bug 
"Ugon ſurveying the foine, I obſerved 
that ſpecies of inflexion to which noſo- 
logiſts give the name of ſcolioſis, and 
upon a ſecond examination, ſome weeks 
ern + light * of protuberance 
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off N 
the tenth or dleventh © dart vertebra 
began to diſeloſe ieſelf, - s Sn di L 


® * 
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I had tried ſome of the ordinary bots 
prefcribed in ſcrofulous caſes, before the 
protuberance was diſcerned, without much 
ſucceſs. Upon the diſcovery of this ap- 
pearance,” I- earneſtly recommended the 
application of the - cauſtics, according to 
Mr. Pott's directions, but my remon- 
ſtrances were in vain. At the end of 
eighteen months, I ſaw this child bent 
almoſt double, the uſe of the lower ex- 
tremities utterly loſt, and with all the 
ſymptoms of. approaching diſſolution, which 
1 af a a pe 
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4 Tr inclined. to believe that this 
child might haye been ſaved by an appli - 
cation of the cauſtics, immediately upon the 
my of the e in the 8 
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. my, attendanse upoꝶ 
"the preceding caſe, I haue vary; frequently 
_ ſeen children, nearly of thefame age, labour- 
2 r Ihe 
eee Abend da Usb. werte 
bre were evidemly protuberant q in others, 
| 3 protuberance might bo 
oblerroc in die lerer vertebræ of che back, 
attended with pain upon the ſlighteſt touch.” 
Ia all thefei caſes there was a-confiderablo: 
_  promiinency af tho belly, ant oer - igns 
 of:@bſtrutioniia the glandular ſyſtemn. Ii 
one of the conglobate glands, of which 
many are found in the vicinity of the lum 
bar vertebræ, may froquently be the original 
est of he- difeale, and that from thence 
the ulceration ig rede wn 
eee TH eien 28, + n 
33. 85:S25<. e 25 ( HH 
| 10 other Fa 3 is 8 for « ſuſpicion 
thi the bodies of the vertebræ, or the in- 
S 


Tervertebral ſubſtance, ate ptimarily aß. 

ducing this diltetnper, Which Is Khon 
frequently to affect the acetabulum of the 
thigh, che joints ef the bow, and the 
knee, with the correſponding ngamente; 
diſorders to which the name of white 
3 W 
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When this diforder Adds the eyes, or 
ſuch of the conglobate glands as evidence 
themſchves to the touch, the nature of the 
complaint is quickly perceived, and iſſaes 
are ordered with ſingular advantage. With 
equal propriety furely may ſimilar drains bo 
recommended in the neighbourhood of the 5 
diſcaſed parts, when the joints are affected, 
whether they be the joints of the extre - 


Mat 


mities or the articulations of the N 


a paralyßs of the lower extremities) 
with a debility in the functions of the 


2 and the rectum, which talee place 
when 


_ . © EY 
on Gini n een are 7909 
| - the mere effects of the diſorder, occupying 
dhe vicinity of large portions of that ſub- 
ſtance, which, is the proper ſeat of ſenſi- 
bility and voluntary power 3 and therefore 
ought. by no means to enter into the 
definition of the diſeaſe. Not only an 
_ erroneous deſcription of a diſorder, but 
even the aſſigning of an improper name to 
à complaint, as Mr. Pott has repeatedly 
obſerved, leads to an improper ent 
of that diſorder ; and thus the art of edi 
cine often perpetuates the eyils, which 
it is its object to remdve. In conſequence 
of ſuch i e I have frequengy 
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dS. and the Bath waters ee 

to relieve the paralyſis of the lower extre- 
mities, when, after the cauſe of the diſorder 
was detected, it was obvious that they muſt 
neceſſarily have aggravated the , diſeaſe ; 
and I am very much inclined to · believe that 
many other diſorders, reputed netvous, are 
An the 
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the effects of complaints merely Joeal, and 
are ſtequentiy derived from fore affe ctĩons 9 
of the: viſcera of the abdomen, for which - 
medicines of a —— en, 7 aro 
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In tlie courſe of the laſt year P was de- 
ſired to- viſit a perſon who laboured under 
an obſtinate coſtivehes;- ind a complaint in 
his bladder. Upon my arrival at his houſe,” 
I found that he had had no evacuation by 
ſtool for the laſt fortnight, and that or fix” 
months paſt, his urine,” which abounded 

with a yellow ſediment of a purulent 
appearance, came involuntarily from him. 

and without his perception. He com- 

plained mucix of ſpaſins, and of pains affoct- 
ing his calves, his ancles, the ſoles and the 
great toes of his feet, which wers very en- 

cruciating when he fat up in bed. He felt 
G the 


C41) 

the operation of medicines f in the upper 
part of his bowels, in the lower numbneſs 
prevailed. It was with difficulty" that he N 
retained either food or medicine on his 


ſtomach; his pulſe was languid, and his 
whole appearance evidenced him to be on 
the verge of diſſolution, which in a few 
days alters took Place. 


Upon enquiry into his hiſtory” and pre - 
ceding ſymptoms, he informed me, that 
fourteen years ago he had received a bruiſe 
from being preſſed between two cartiages, 
which had cauſed a vomiting of blood. 
That for" three or four years paſt, he had 
felt painful ſenſations in his loins, from 
which petiod he dated the commencement 

of the diſorder in his bladder. * 

1 | 7 0 Fr Ai 

On account of the pains in bis feet, his 
| complaints were treated as proceeding from 
rheumatiſm” or the” gout, and Bath waters 

#57 5H 4 at gn Fer vc, ue 
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were preſcribed, but no advantage was de- 
. from their uſe. 
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| - About a a defore I * bim, a Light 
| degree of fullneſs was obſerved in the region 
of the os ſacrum ; but it was never ſuſpected 
that the original cauſe of his diſorder Was 
nnn. > id add 


. a full ciation; that ſome con- 
cealed miſchief in the neighbourhood of the 
os ſacrum was the ſource of his complaints, 
after having, procured an evacuation by the 
help of caſtor oil, I directed cauſtics to be 
applied to the protuberant part; but he 
died before any ſeparation of the floughs 
had taken place. 15 


Upon examination of the body | after 
death, the colon, from its commencement 
to the beginning of the rectum, appeared 
conſiderably enlarged, and much diſtended 
with faces; the bladder alſo was greatly 


G 2 enlarged, 
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if 224 1 
-enlarg6d;-its muſcular chat previvengturatty 
thickened, and its inner ſurſueb fuſsidulatei; 
but no ulcer, eroſion, or any other injury 
Ns: Was 1 01,5 299dA, 
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oy - yas examination of 92 os Nerum, un 
uncommon derangement 'prefented viſelf to 
the ſight, exhibiting the immeliate ſource 
of the patient's complicated complaints z 
me poſterior ſurface of that bone was ſepa- 
rated intirely by caties from the anterior: 
the diſtemper had alſo penetrated deep in 
its fubſtance, having nearly obliterated thoſe 
ꝓroeeſſes of the ſpinal marrow, which form 
che iſchiatic nerve, and n joe ow 
and maro. itſelf, - % 22, 


Upon an accurate ſurvey, every other 
pate of the ſpine, and all the viſcera, both * 
vf the thorax and abdomen, _ . 
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Although it was the main Sbject and de- 
Agn of chis publicaton, to Yluftrate ami 
Wonfirm, ds far as my focble powets Od 
iadtnit, the doctrine: of tlrat Ahle prattitioter, 
who has deſerved ſo much of his tduntry 
and mankind ; yet, in the ſelection of the 
preceding caſes, and the enumeration of the 
ſymptoms, attendant upon the various ſtages 
of this calatnitous diſorder, it was alſo my 
deſign to afford materials, for an early in- 
veſtigation of the frequently concealed ſource 
of complaints, difference From each other 
in their outward form, in origin ſubſtan- 
tially the fame. I have a ſhnflar end in 
view in the remaining pages of this tract, 
in which 1 ſhall with fidelity repott 
ſuch other particulars, as feem worthy 
of attention, ſelected from a great variety 
of caſes, which fell within my immediate 
vbſervation; the narrative "firſt in ordat 
forming the only exception to this rule- 

| O Ae 


The 
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The hiſtory, of which the following is 


an abſtract, was communicated to me with 


ſuch circumſtancos of credibility, as would 


not permit me to doubt of ene | 


the ms 


WT ET” s . 

| A boy, about twelve years of age, received 
a blow from a ſtone, which ſtruck his loins. 
In the evening of the ſame day he was 
ſeized with a ſhivering, which laſted about 
five minutes ; a fever ſucceeded, which ran 
high during the night, but abated towards 
the morning. At the ſame period of time 
a contraction of his legs took place, attended 
with great debility of his lower extremities. 
He complained of pains all over him, but 
more particularly in his ſtomach and the 
ſmall of his back. - 


As 


e 
As the accident, which gave occaſion to 
theſe ſymptoms, was not known to the 
friends of the patient, the diſorder was 
treated as a feveriſh complaint. It ſome- 
times remitted,” at other times a perfect in- 
termiſſion of the 'feveriſh ſymptoms took 
place. The power of moving his limbs 
was daily diminiſhed, until; at the cloſe; o 
ten days from the time of the accident, he 
was utterly incapable of ' lifting them from 
the ground. At this period no ſwelling 
was ee on his back. 93 


— * 
22285 * o _ 11 * 


Weste month aber 55 time of re- 
ceiving the injury, his ſituation was truly 
deplorable: his appetite was loſt, his pulſe 
was quick and feeble : he was affected with 
a cough and purging, and the facies Hip- 
pocratica was evident to an extreme degree. 
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At this time a lump was diſcovered, about 
the ſize of a large egg, not much inflamed 
nor very painful, which comprehended the 

37 FP ſecond 
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ſceend and third) vertehre re wot 
unlkecs beginning abſceſs. _ Tt td 

e i bielib od nns 2d: Js dad 

K larga inciſian was made into Wh tus. 
mqur, and twe brane isſerted: a kindly: : 
ſuppuration ton place on the third day. 
and ati the ænd oe ee he was conſide- 
rablys better 3 hig Sauntenanen was more 
enlivened. his pul imprated, and the? 
por of: moving His — 18 re 
[mak on L0172q ein: 24 bovors oils 
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genileman; who 'attknded-hadidirected,” At 
the end of three months he was, able ta 
Walk a conſiderable diſtance with little in- 
convenience, hut every 1 
weather very ſenſibly: 3 Sn t 
A bog: 15929200 doidy Ititaisg yiov 102 
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Pew" ibftances, hitherto obſerved, more 
ſtrongly point out the operation and advaric 
| wake of the OW 


= 20. 2:5 


A labouring man for a length of time 
had been afflicted with the ordinary 
ſymptoms, attendant upon an evidently _ 
diſtempered ſpine. He was admitted into 
St. Bartholomew s Hoſpital, and the cauſtics 
were lies according to the preſcribed 

mode. At the end of a few months he 
ſo far recovered, that he left the hoſpital, 
and returned to his work. The difordep 
returning, in conſequence of too early an 
application to his employment, he a ſecond 
time petitioned for aſſiſtance: the cauſtics 
were a ſecond time directed; but being 
applied 'by a perſon, not under the imme- 
diate inſpection of Mr. Pott, about three 
Inches below the protuberance, they pro- 
| i * duced 
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duced ho effect, though continued for many 
weeks, At length, upon the remonſtrance 
of a gentleman better acquainted with 
Mr. Pott's mode of treatment, they were 
- renewed in the former place. The effect 
was quickly viſible. At the concluſion 
of two months the patient was diſcharged 
in perfect health. 


. 


A girl was admitted into St. Bartholo- 
mew's Hoſpital, afflicted with the diſorder, 
- termed St. Vitus's dance, Some of the 
vertebræ of the neck were very protuberant. 
The cauſtics were applied, and, from the 
effects produced by their uſe, it was evi- 
dent the convulſive ſymptoms were de- 
rived from a diſtempered ſpine. At the 
cloſe of a ſhorter period than is uſual in 
theſe caſes, ſhe left the hoſpital, free from 
her complaint. 

CASE 
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6 „unnd at 0 8 3 n 
I lately attended a lady, of a very deli- 
cate frame, who was frequently affected 
with pains in the ſtomach, nauſea, ſoreneſs 
of the ſternum, languors, byſteric riſings, 
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numbneſſes, and cramps in the legs and 
feet. Her complaints; for the courſe of 
ſeveral years, were attributed to the gout; 
at length a protuberance was diſcovered in 
the ſpine : upon further enquiry it appeared, 
that this protuberance had ſubſiſted for ſome 
years. She complained allo of weakneſs 
in her ancles, want of feeling in her hands, 
and ſenſations as if one ſide was upon the 
point of becoming paralytic, and a conſtant 
pain in the ſmall of her back; the protu- 
berant ſpinous proceſſes of the affected ver- 
tebræ were tender to the touch. I adviſed 
the application of the cauſtics, but my 

H 2 remon- 
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remonſtrances, as has happened not unfre- | 
quently in ſimilar circumſtances, have 
hitherto been urged in vain. 

In the courſe of my attendance at 
St: Bartholomew's Hofpital, and alſo.in my 
private. practice, I have not unfrequently 
met with complaints, ariſing from a great 
variety of aſſigned cauſes, which bore a 
| ſtrong analogy to ſome of the preceding 

caſes. In ſeveral patients, of a delicate 
habit of body, who in early life had expe- 
rienced ſcrofulous complaints, 1 have ob- 
ſerved the joints of the knees to be feeble, 
ſwoln, and painful; the articulations alſo of 
the ſpine were ſimilarly affected, many of 
them evidencing great ſenſibility upon the 
gentleſt touch, and in a flight degree pro- 
tuberant. Palpitations of the heart, incon- 
tinence of urine, general debility, and ir- 
regular Pains in the legs and feet, have 
accompanied theſe ſymptoms. In other 
inſtances, theſe pains have been termed 

rheu- 
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rheumatic, by the patients or their, friends, 
and haue been attributed to the effects of 
cold. I have often had reaſon to. believe; 
that theſe complaints were the conſequences 
of venereal indulgence, and that they ſome» 
times, terminate in a paralyſis of the lower 
extremities; and a carious ſpine... ,/ 


In two or three inſtances I have obſerved, 
that the termination of fever has been at- 
tended with circumſtances, that ſeemed to 
indicate an inflammation and conſequent ab-. 
ſceſs, either in the ſpine itſelf or its vicinity 3 
but this I offer merely as matter of con- 
jecture, not having ſufficient authority, either 
from diſſections or the effect of cauſtics, to 
aſſert the fact. 


When I firſt attended to this ſubject, 
I was. inclined to believe that thoſe parts 
alone, whoſe nerves are derived from the 
ſpinal marrow, below the injured vertebra, 


or from its immediate vicinity, were affected 
| with 
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with numbneſs, pain, paralyſis, or ſpaſen ; 
but many caſes have lately been obſerved 


in the hoſpital I attend, and others I have 
ſeen in private practice, in which the upper 
extremities have been affected, although the 
diſorder occupied parts of the ſpine, con- 
fiderably beneath the origins of the axillary 
plexus. : I conceive it would not be a 
matter of difficulty to explain this fact, as 
well-as many others of a ſimilar kind, from 
the doctrine lately advanced by the inge- 
nious SCARPA, reſpecting the nature and 
uſe of the ganglions of the nerves, and the 
conſequent prevalence of ſympathy in the 
nervous ſyſtem; but it would be a departure 
from my purpole to introduce theoretical 
diſquiſitions into an eſſay merely practical. 
Whether the following caſe can be urged as 
an evidence cf the fact, I will not poſitively 
determine; the detail of it, however, may 
perhaps anſwer ſome purpoſes of no leſs im- 
portance. 


CASE 


A 4... 


R. I. aged twenty-four years, was ad- 
mitted into St. Bartholomew's Hoſpital in 
May, 1781; 


Every attention poſſible was afforded to 
his caſe by the phyſician» The following 
remedies were preſcribed : Mithridat, cum 
ſpir. Minder. pil. aromatio—rad. val. ſylv; 
p· ſemin. ſinap. aa dr. j. cum decoct. cort.— 
baln. frigid. —julep. volat.—ol. e -pedibus 
bovin.—tinR. guaiac. volat. ter die—infuſ, - 
nit. pro re nati—hauſt. oleos. cum manna 
—enema Terebinth. —ol. ricini, ſextis horis. 


At the cloſe of fix weeks from the date 
of his admiſſion, upon the recommendation 
of the attending phyſician, he was examined 


by 
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by Mr. Pott. The tenth vertebra of the 
back was found conſiderably protuberant. 


The following is an abſtra of his 
Hmpeonis at this period: 


Te lay conſtantly on his back, unable to 
turn himſelf in bed, and almoſt intirely 
deprived of the uſe of all his limbs. His 
legs, ſix or ſeven times in an hour, were 
drawn upwards with convulſive twitchings, 
his great toes and fingers being allo agitated 
with ſpaſms. His head at the ſame time 
was drawn violently backward; all theſe 
convulſive motions) were attended with con- 
fiderable anxiety. Numbneſs prevailed in 
his loins, his knees, and feet. The ſenſe of 


feeling and powers of motion were deſtroyed 


in almoſt every part of his frame : his ab- 


domen was ſwoln and hard: an obſtinate 
coſtiveneſs and difficulty of making water 
were ſuperadded to theſe ſufferings ; a Vio- 

| lent 
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lent, pain as felt in ti protuberant 1 ver- 
= a he Was wader the x ſlope of 
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1 ny from his hiſtory that he had 
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been, affected * the lues, and for me 
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on him. | ſuddenly | in the night, | about 
three months before the time of his admit 
fo on. Att the. end of t two months. from t the 
firſt, Kienle. his right leg began to be 
affected. The cold. bath was preſcribed. at 
this period, which, aggravated his com- 
plaints. He gradually grew worſe, till a 
„general cc coldgeſs prevailed through the whole 
ſyſtem, and every part of his frame was 


affected with paralyſis or ſpaſm. X 
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The application of the cauſtics was at- 
tended with very little advantage! * through 
a defect of the vital power, they occafioned 
no pain 3, and it was with difficulty nature 
effected A ſeparation of the floughs : : his 
diſtreſſing ſymptoms continued till his 
death, which took place in about two 
months after the nature of his complaint 


was aſcertained. 


| In two or three inſtances I have obſerved 
the upper cervical vertebræ affected. In 
one of theſe a collection of matter was 
found i in the vicinity of the ſecond vertebra, 
| commonly termed dentata. The unhappy 
| ſufferer, upon every motion of his head, 

felt a pain deſcend in the courſe of the 
; ſpinal marrow, with general numbneſs, and 
ſometimes pricking pains at the extremities 


12. 


of his toes and fingers. bs 


I am ſenſible that the credit of a re- 
medy 
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medy frequently ſucceſsful, is often im- 
paired, by its injudicious or too extenſive 
application, yet, ſeeing every reaſon to con- 
clude with, Mr. Pott, that the advantage 
gained from the cauſtics is in a great mea- 
{ure owing to the new irritation, or diſcharge, 
occaſioned by them in the vicinity of the 
affected part, I cannot omit this opportu- 
nity of recommending their uſe in many 


idiopathic affections of the head. 


Ives i in uh neck hike frequently been 
adviſed, in caſes of apoplexy and palſy, by 
phyſicians and ſurgeons of the greateſt name. 
It is to be wiſhed that the effects of cauſtics 
in removing the diſtreſſing ſymptoms, at- 
tendant upon a diſtempered ſpine, may lead 
practitioners to a more general application 
of this remedy, when the primary ſource 
of ſenſation and motion is the ſeat of the 


complaint. 


„ 
ö 7 am pirſiaded, that i if all the caſes of 
a diſtempered ſpine, nal have occurred 
= the laſt five years at St: Bartholo- 
mew's Hoſpital, were faithfully and cit 
An repotted, great advantage 
would be derived to medical knbwiedge, 
: and the mode of treitnlent, recotnittiended 
by Mr. Pott, be ſtill more evidently de- 
monſtrated. The intereſts of truth have 
nothing to 2pplehehd fro om thi keeniieſs of 

inveſtigation, . and the utmoſt ſeverity of 
human judgment. I Mould therefore wiſh 
to ſee the doctrine, advanced by that deo. 
| pliſhed practitioner, further” diſcüfſed, con- 
vinced; that its harmony with" tutti and 
reaſon would be eſtabliſhed by an appeal 
to fact: the hoſpitals of this metropolis and 
kingdom would afford too many oppor- 
 tubities of aſcertaining this point. 

Jam ſenſible that the preceding details 
are in many reſpects imperfect: from an 
Wy | hope 


* 
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Hope, however, that they mayo note bo al- 
togethet᷑ unuſeful, they are with deference 
ſubmitted to the indulgent candour of the 
* * 


It remains that I ſubjoin the reſult of 
2 my own: experience and obſervation on this 
fue. | 


The general concluſions, ſuggeſled by the 


preceding caſes, and above twice the num- 


ber of others, to which I have afforded a | 


_ diſtin attention, are as follows: 


. That the cauſtics, which were indiſ- 
crigiinataly applied in every ſtage of the 
diſeaſe, were the efficient means of cure 

in a majority of the caſes, and that they 
generally ſucceeded, when the caſe could 

with propriety be termed a fair one, 


2, That in- the remainder, with one or 
two 


55 
two exceptions, they produced an evident 
effect in reſtorin g ſenſibility and ſome degree 
af motion. : 


3. That in the unſucceſsful caſes, the 
patients died exhauſted by hectic fever, and 
the genuine effects of the diſtemper, and 
did not appear to be prejudiced, in the re» fl 
moteſt degree, by the application of the 
cauſtics, 
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CASE. OF. CATALEPSY. 


- 1 nene 


LTHOUGH' the ſubjoined hiſtory "WM 
no connexion with the preceding 


Þ I truſt the peruſal of it will not be 
unpleaſing to my readers, as it relates to a 


diſorder of unfrequent occurrence in ordi- 


nary —— 


In the latter end of the laſt year, I was 
deſired to viſit a young lady, who for nine 
months 


L I 
months had been afflicted with that ſingular 
diſorder termed a catalepſy. Although ſhe 
was prepared for my viſit, ſhe was ſeized 
with the diſorder as ſoon as my, arriyal 
was announced. She was employed in 
- netting, and was paſſing the needle through 
the meſh; in which poſition ſhe imme 
diately became _ rigid, exhibiting, in a 
very pleaſing form, a figure of death-like 
ſleep, beyond the power of art to imitate, 
or the imagination to conceive. Her fore- 
| head*was ſerene, her features perſeRly com- 
poſed. The paleneſs of her colour, her 
breathing at a diſtance being alſo ſcarce per- 
oeptible, Opecated in rendering che ſimilitude 
to murble more exact and ſtriking. The poſi- 
tion of her fingers; hands, and arms, was al - 
tered with difficulty but they pref ed 
every form of flexure they acquired: 
were the muſcles of the neck» expimgied | 
from this law ; her head maintaining every 
- ſituation, in which: the hand cd ghee 
as n as her limbs. 8 . 


U pon 
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Upon gently raiſing the eyelids,. they 
immediately cloſed, with a, \ degree 0 of ſpaſm, 
The iris contracted upon the approach of a 
eandle, as in a ſtate of vigilance ; the eye= 
ball itſelf was lightly agitated. with 2 tre- 
| mulous motion, not diſcernible when _the 
eyelid had deſcended. oF | 


1 
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About haif an bour alter my « argon. 'the 
rigidiry | in her limbs and ſtatue- e-like, ap» 
pearance being yet unaltered, che Jong 
three plaintive ſongs, in a tone of voice fo 


madulation, as evidently pointed, out, how 
much the moſt powerful paſſion of the 
mind Was concerned in the Production 
of her diſorder, ag indeed ber hiſtory con- 
firmed, _ In a few minutes afterwards the 


ſighed deeply and the ſpaſm, in ber limbs 
way immediately relaxed. She complained 
that ſhe could not open her eyes, her hands 
grew cold, a general tremor followed z, but, 


in a few ſeconds recovering intirely her re- 
K collection 
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collection add het motion, the Litres 
into a ; erat of her Hingloms, und the bif: 
tory of her complain nies: manga 
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— Sie icht c, dt ſhe bad 55 Tele 
lection Whatever of What palſed In the Ats; 
that upon coming ot of them the felt 
fatigue, in proportion to the tithe of their 
E6hrtnuance ; ; and that thi ey fometimes Uthted 
Tor five hours, though generally for 4 mne 
Kotter pe p ended. 1 | 
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- abs Mella, that the fits returned . 
dne or twiee u day, ſometimes more fre- 
Yvenlly ; but chat mne was never "troubled 
with them in che night.” She ſotnetimes 
16 her 6gtir and ſpecch, the power ove? 

| Heer limbs, and her intelle&udl faculties ro- 
imaining unimpaired. "Thi fits' frequently 
attacked her without try previous warning; 
at other times, a fluttering at her ſtomach, 
. * err at ite top of her hend, 
Pp, f Ges _ | 1 occupying 
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convulfive motions 1 in in the 2 reg ion of thye 
organ, were ſuperadded ſymptoſns 6 of whis 
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the. ere of the catzmenis, which were 
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conſtantly preſent at "the regular period. 
N wegs Always" much agitated previouſly y to 

a figrm of thunder ; and every qaterial 
hl of the weather F 7 ſciſible 
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© After, te our MIS for ſome” time 
with apparent calmneſs, the univerlal palm 
ſuddenly returned. Her features now aſſum 
ed a different form, denoting a — rongly 


K 2 impreſſed . 
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| clamations, ng Ped of 2 tone of voice, 8 reſo 
at a t 
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the ne ervops 40 ſtem. She ONCE Was ſeized 
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In my preſence v while Glabing t tea, a0d be- 
came re rigid, at the inſtant” the 


yas ad ncing ft e tea: cu jo her mouth. 
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1 cl now proceed to eſeribe the” piss 
els of thealiford} ao the ddr of tre? 
ment, before mne was intfufteci 0 my ce. 
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ſhe hid! füfftted imütchufreheviobent houds 
achs, particularly that ſpecies of head-ach, 


tetmed ee Her ſþitits Were fo 
ealily+ diſtofnpoſed. Her Hungers! upon = 
| Youthiing told fubſtantes, would'Frequendy 


Idfe their ütüral heat” af feelings ker 


habit bf body thd been vncothmonly eoliive, | 


bot of late Fer bow els were · nocht diſturbed 
by every Kind of laxative, -"'Her nervous 
Com plaints wete always partieularly trouble- 
fome'at ther ua” of tan and after a 
fceplefs nigkt. 0 511503 Sragt 97} brit ts 
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Her diforder commenced with byſteric 


fits; to ' theke ſucceeded” a delirium: of feve- 
ral days <outtinuarite, attended with flight 


Miverings, but no other ſign of fever: the 


catalepſy 
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case Lollloyred gert in order, which at at 
belt ache her with. anly fingle- fits, at: 


week-or fortpight's interval: theſe, gradually | 


advanced i in ſtrength and frequency, until, 
b ber aw ſufferings; and, her ſenfibikty, 
en genf af the apxicty of her friends, ſhp 
E > cf} 
(135; 0 i 
ben F un ber be had 1 Jon > 
gare, of a phyſician of eminenge ig the 
country, who. bad attended to her caſe with 
ſingulat humanity, and had preſcribed yarious 
madisines af the netyous kind, which: a 
dne time produced ſo favourable an effec, 
as even to flatter with the proſpect of 
cure; but the ſymptoms returning with 
inerenſed violence, through Freſh anxiety 
of mind, the ſame courſe of medicine was 


* attended r the ſame ſucceſs. 


Flock. | opium, . yi a. the latter * 
which did not always agree with her bowels, 
. had 


( | 
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. 
had taken to the amount of # drachm and 
Half each day. Its uft rembied a ſetiſe of 
chillaeſs, of which ſhe "before had much 
complained. 'A few tops of Iaudamum at 
the boar of teſt had alſo beet len | 


advantage: 


After I had tried #ther—liquot atiodyn. 
mineral, Hoffm,-ol. eſſent, e flor, cha- 
mæm. —0l. ſurcini — extract. cicut—rubig, 
chalyb. ppt. ſal ſuccini=—julep e camphord, 
and opium in a great variety of forms, with- 
out muth advance, 1 found the following 
on had an evident good? effect: 


1 Opli colt . 
Camphiore T. 7 drach. i. 

Emplaſtr. ſtomach. q. s. f. em- 

plaſt. regioni ventrieuli adme- 


« * 


und reflecting upon the many tokets of 
debility 


ü 72 J | 
| abe which her ſtagmach, exhibited, f 


dicted, may; atrentign t91 the, firengthening 
el, that organ, dand, notyizhGanding the 
_ diſcouraging gircumſtapees /. that had for- 


merly, attended. the axhibition of the bark, 
determined to enake another trial, of its 


pg 


"I 1 bol the 8 tim of, qreparation, 


which Dr. Whytt had found to be particu- 
lay ſerviceable i in byſterical enz T6 
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* * Cart. Peruv. p- uncias Aua, 
Rad. gentian. "bs 
Cort. aurantior. 22 drink ſex, 

miſce : infunde in ſpir. vinoſ. 

Gallie. bh. ij. in balneo arena, 

e Per dies ſex & . N. 
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Finding upon trial 3 half an ounce 
of this tincture, the quantity directed by 
Dr. Whytt, though diluted with two ounces 
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of water, wat more chan her ftomatch would 
beir, I preſcribed us fatbws? 
29s 8 T0778. Y! Mia £111 EF9T e 
p "ming Aquz puræ unciam nam eum 
ee ee ee e 
Tinct. præſeript. dractithias duas, 
Spir. lavend. c. drachmum unam, 


M. f. hauſt. bis die ſumendus. 


Inſtead of the common kinds of tea, I 

adviſed her to drink an infuſion of the 
outward rind of lemon, which appeared 
particularly grateful to her taſte and ſto- 
mach. 


She declared that ſhe felt immediate 
benefit from this preſcription, 


She took ſome drops of Hoffman's ano- 
dyne liquor, or of laudanum, as ocration 
appeared to require. 
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„ the became intirely free. from all 
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